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TO THE AMERICAN MIDLAND NATURALIST 

loser, a fair judge, and a keen humorist. Mr. Wollastons' book seems 
to be a good deal like the character of the man whose life he tells, 
whether by intent or by accident we cannot, of course, determine. 

C. L. F. 

John Burroughs — Boy and Man. By Clara Barrus, M. D. Doubleday, 
Page & Co. 

The author of the volume "Our Friend, John Burroughs," has pro- 
duced another book, not quite so formless as the first, but still far from 
satisfactory. The sincerity of Dr. Barrus' desire to bring out an 
informational account of a very noted man, and the wealth of detailed 
knowledge which she possesses are evident, but nevertheless she has 
failed to write a good book. Perhaps ten or fifteen years from now, 
someone who does not know John Burroughs too well, and who is there- 
fore able to write a really representative biography will do what Barrus 
has attempted and failed. 

In the first place, the book is strangely organized. The chronological 
method of arrangement is not well suited to a character study, which 
is evidently the aim of the book. Also Dr. Barrus, along with many 
others, overestimates the later work of John Burroughs. She tries to 
make him appear a philosopher as well as a naturalist, which he hardly 
could claim to be. John Burroughs as a writer of nature essays is 
deserving of praise; John Burroughs as a nature critic and as a phil- 
osopher is a much less striking figure. Because he was a big-hearted, 
kind old man, who could write beautiful English, knew a great deal of 
natural history, and had a number of rather spectacular eccentricities 
that were played upon by magazine writers, the nation idolized him. 
Nature study clubs had "Borroughs days," and "Burroughs programs;" 
some book dealers went so far as to label him "America's most noted 
naturalist." Burroughs became a fad, and as a result we have such 
books as this one. Some day we may have a clearer evaluation of 
Burroughs, and then, a worth-while biography of an interesting man. 

C. L. F. 

A Manual of the Vertebrate Animals of Northern United States. 
By. David Starr Jordan. 12th Ed. A. C. McClurg & Co. $3.00. 

This latest edition of Dr. Jordan's standard is highly pleasing. Its 
purpose is to give students and collectors a ready means of identifica- 
tion, and a comprehensive survey of the characters on which the orders, 
families, species, etc. of the animals they find are founded. (To this end 
Dr. Jordan makes use of a system of analytical keys by which the dif- 
ferential characters are brought into the sharpest possible contrast. 
The oustanding fault with these keys in the early editions of the book, 
namely, the introduction of artificial characters for purposes of differ- 
entiation, has been corrected. The keys, while they tend to give the 
beginner the idea the classification is based on differences rather than 
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on similarity, are unquestionably of value. And their very abbrevia- 
tion makes it impossible for the very new beginner in zoology to use 
them and therefore gain erroneous ideas that he will later have to do 
away with. 

The nomenclature of the book is old. , In the attempt to keep the cost 
of the volume as low as possible, pages have not been reset in cases 
where only names would be changed, the necessary corrections being 
made in the appendix. Also, numerous subspecies and varieties are 
lacking; thus in the Laniidae we find no mention of the very important 
subspecies L. ludovicianus migrans, the Migrant Shrike. It would seem 
that, if the book is to be maintained as a standard manual, it would 
be worth the while of both the publisher and author to keep it strictly 
up-to-date. Students are apt to pay $4.50 or $5.00 for a good, reliable, 
modern work, where they will hesitate sometime before investing $3.00 
in one that while on the whole pleasing, in the part is very much 
antiquated. C. L. F. 

The New Progressive Geographies: California. By Harold W. Fair- 
banks. Harr Wagner Publishing C. $1.50. 

The failings of the old type school geographies are too obvious 
to need much explanation. Anyone who has waded through the 
smaller Frye only to be confronted by the larger one, and who 
found when through with both that the sum of his knowledge was a 
little — a very little — above zero does not require further proof. I went 
through both; I learned the states in their order, and the capitals for 
each state. I learned that cotton grows in Texas and that it is made 
into cloth in England and (I think) Connecticut. I did not know why 
cotton grew in Texas; I did not know why there were falls where mills 
might be located. I did not know why some place was the capital of 
Maine, nor why its population was a certain number of thousands, 
hundreds, and units. I knew no whys, and I remember very little 
geography. I could not now, for the life of me, name the states in 
the Union. But I can tell why cotton grows in Texas; why there are 
waterfalls in some regions and none, in others. If some one will put 
the cause as well as the effect into geography it will cease to be a 
mechanical affair, and become a live study. 

This is precisely what Dr. Fairbanks tries to do. His book for Cali- 
fornia is final; there will be no "follow-up" volume, and the student 
may begin it with a light heart in that respect. Facts are treated 
from the problem side; questions are asked or statements made, and 
then the grounds for the answer expected or the fact laid down are 
made clear. Peninsulas are more than "necks of land mostly sur- 
rounded by sea;" they are real things, that had a beginning and a 
growth. The aborigines are not mere curiosities briefly mentioned; 
they are made real by this problem method of treatment. While 1 



